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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -- 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of lime may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, hov^ever, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three monttis after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(1}). • 

Status 

1)[X) Responsive to communlcation(s) filed on 20 July 2006 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in con(jition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closecj in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S ClairTi(s) 19.21 and 23-29 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
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or in their use. For instance, the claims do not specify that the tire growth dictate 
actual output to a user or drive line. Neither do the claims specify with what 
device or structure the parameters are determined. For instance, the detection of 
tire growth by examination of wheel speed and time variation can be done by a (i) 
software package run by an onboard or external computer (ii) physically 
sensing/measuring parameters of the electric motor (iii) or by a visual 
examination of a torque space plot. The claims lack a description of the process 
by which the parameters are determined or a practical application of the 
determined parameters. 

Through the above analysis, it can be seen that merely "determining" 
would not appear to be sufficient to constitute a tangible result, since the 
outcome of the "determining" step has not been used in a disclosed practical 
application nor made available in such a manner that it's usefulness in a 
disclosed practical application can be realized. Furthermore, the steps of 
"determining do not involve any physical transformation of data, or produce any 
physically perceptible result outside of the abstraction of individual thought. For 
the abovementioned reasons, claims 1-18 are not statutory under 35 (JSC 101. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Andre J. Allen 
whose telephone number is 571-272-2174. The examiner can normally 
be reached on mon-fri 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, 
the examiner's supervisor, Edward Lefkowitz can be reached on 571-272- 
2180. The fax phone number for the organization where this application 
or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from 
a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 
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